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THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens
(Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)

Team Vicar  Prebendary John Good
The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ Telephone 01305 889466

e-mail johngood.martinstown@hotmail. co. uk
The Parish of the Winterbournes
Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a 
single Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton
Churchwardens
Dick Corbett-Winder 889410 Bruce Robertson
John Crawford 889377 Martin Hartley 889239
PCC Hon. Secretary  Rosemary Duke 889555
PCC Hon. Treasurer  Bruce Robertson
The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden   Jeremy Russell  01308 482227
PCC Hon. Secretary  Tessa Russell   01308 482227

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for 
Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit. The Clergy would 
welcome being kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have 
answer phones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public 
prayer of the Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of 
the person involved is assured.

Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off
Normal Weekday Services are:-
       Monday-Friday    08.30-8.50 Morning Prayer at Martinstown
                              08.15  Most Fridays MP Winterbourne Abbas

FROM THE REGISTERS
On 9 May Funeral Office at Weymouth Crematorium for

Victor Charles Butler
On 12 May Burial of ashes at St Michael, Winterbourne Steepleton

George William Verrall
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SUNDAY READINGS FOR JUNE AND JULY

5th June 7th of Easter   Acts 1: 6 - 14
     1 Peter 4: 12 - 14; 5: 6 - 11
     John 17: 1 - 11

12th June Pentecost  Acts 2: 1 - 21
     1 Corinthians 12: 3b - 13
     John 20: 19 - 23

19th June Trinity Sunday Isaiah 40: 12 - 17, 27 - 31
     2 Corinthians 13: 11 - end
     Matthew 28: 16 - 20

26th June 1st after Trinity Jeremiah 28: 5 - 9
     Romans 6: 12 - end
     Matthew 10: 40 - end

3rd July 2nd after Trinity Zechariah 9: 9 - 12
     Romans 7: 15 - 25a
     Matthew 11: 16 - 19, 25 - 30

10th July 3rd after Trinity  Isaiah 55: 10 - 13
     Romans 8: 1 - 11
     Matthew 13: 1 - 6, 18 - 23

17th July 4th after Trinity Isaiah 44: 6 - 8
     Romans 8: 12 - 25
     Matthew 13: 24 - 30, 36 - 43

24th July 5th after Trinity 1 Kings 3: 5 - 12
     Romans 8: 26 - 39
     Matthew 13: 31 - 33, 44 - 52

31st July 6th after Trinity Isaiah 55: 1 - 5
     Romans 9: 1 - 5
     Matthew 14: 13 - 21
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CATHEDRA
As part of celebrating our Patron Saints, and in particular St Thomas of 
Canterbury, Years 3 & 4 at Winterbourne Valley School are spending 
Monday 4 July  at Salisbury Cathedral.  It is not possible to take the 
children to Canterbury!  but we will be able to share with them the glories 
of Salisbury, its architecture,  its history, the bishop’s seat and its 
significance, the unique and breath-taking font, and the sense of 
travelling together as a school with a clear Christian foundation.
The Winterbournes Parochial Church Council is paying £250 to cover the 
price of the coach and other costs – enabling all children to go without 
expense to their parents/carers or to the school budget. 
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The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

June 2011

 Well - I could hardly keep up with Laurie, my 3 year old grandson 
on the Fun Run. First because he was on his father’s back and second 
because his father’s legs are longer than mine! Nevertheless a good time 
was had by all present. (See page 17).
 Once again this month, volunteers have come to chair the Village 
Hall Committee and take over the bookings. Thank you Vince and Kerry 
(See page 26).
 Since the last issue Sonia and I have visited Thorncombe Wood 
several times and thought how lucky we are to live with Dorset flowers. 
Compton Valence snowdrops, followed by Martinstown daffodils and 
then Thorncombe bluebells.
 The Parish Diary (See page 14) has lots of excitements. In 
particular I would commend to you the School Fayre on 25th June (See 
page 17) and the Open Gardens weekend on 9th/10th July which includes 
a number of rather special events (See page 27) and the Church Fete on 
23rd July (See page 10).
 For news of Compton Valence see page 22. Volcanic ash 
affecting lawnmowers and the difficulties of a unique Time Zone - it’s all 
Barking Mad so please send your comments to The Tooth Fairy!
 Finally the Community Project at Steepleton has had an 
encouraging start (See page 21).

Brian B.

STOP PRESS
Minutes of the Martinstown Parish Council meeting on 17th May and the 
Chairman’s Annual Report will be in the August magazine. In the 
meantime they can be read on the the village website:-

http://martinstownnews.webplus.net



12



13

A quote favoured by my oldest contributor Mrs Whitty, 
of Lamorna, Winterbourne Steepleton

“Always be kind to people on the way up.
 You may meet them later on the way down!”



C:\Documents and Settings\...\June Cartoon.jpg

14

C:\Documents and Settings\...\June Cartoon.jpg WHY TEACHERS 
DRINK

Where was Hadrian’s 
Wall built?
A - Around Hadrian’s 
garden.

***
The race of people 
known as Malays come 
from which country?
A. Malaria.

***
What is the meaning of 
the word varicose?
A. Close by.
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Ann Matthews Retirement Fund
A big thank you to all those who contributed to Ann's 

retirement fund . As a result of your generosity over £600 was 
raised. At her wine and nibbles party, which took place after the 
AGM, Vince Jones read out a stirring letter from Ian Gibson, 
commending Ann for all her hard work both inside and outside the 
Village Hall over the past 18 years. He then presented Ann with a 
bouquet of flowers and a nice fat cheque. Ron also received two 
bottles of wine in recognition of his support. Many thanks also to 
those who attended the social occasion in honour of both Ann and 
Ron. A great time was had by all.

Many, many thanks again to all contributors.

THANK YOU ALL
 Thank you all for making my last Annual General Meeting as 

Chairman a very memorable occasion. How was it kept so secret 
(especially by my committee). None of them let it out. It was a 
complete surprise to us both, and a lovely evening. Thank you all 
so much for the presents and flowers. It was hard to give up and 
it’s been a good 18 years. I feel that we (I mean you the villagers) 
have achieved a good village hall that we can all be proud of.  I feel 
sure that Vince and Jane will do a good job, and I hope and know 
you will go on supporting them as you always did me.

 Thank you all once again. See you in the hall sometime.
Ron and Ann
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As you read this we will be having fun at camp hopefully under a blue 
sky and blazing sunshine. We will tell you all about it in our next issue.
Thank you very much to everyone who bought a copy of our quiz - we 
understand you all found it quite a challenge - the second prize went to 
Laura Creed of Dorchester and the first prize went to Charlotte Sharp also 
of Dorchester who completed the quiz with the help of her teaching 
colleagues and I am told very little help from the internet. They have 
donated the prize money to Help for Heroes - a very worthy recipient I 
am sure you agree. I hope you had as much fun answering the question as 
we did researching them - we hope to set another one next year.
We are now thinking about our next fundraising venture and are starting 
to write to people for suggestions for our recipe book. If you are an ex 
Martinstown guide and have an original family recipe you would like to 
submit for consideration for our book please either contact Fiona or 
Alison on the numbers or e-mail below.
Our 'Tea at the Ritz' afternoon is also well into the planning stages - we 
will announce the date and all further details in the next issue.
Well please pray for a nice sunny week for our camp and don't forget if 
you have daughters or granddaughters who are between the ages of 10 
and 14 who want to come along to guides on a Thursday night to contact 
either Alison Tel 01305-813804 or Fiona Tel 01305-261897 and

figgy66@hotmail.co.uk
Yours in Guiding
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL PTFA
June 2011

Hello everyone
What a great day we had for the Fun Run and Duck Race. The 

weather was perfect and the ducks really seemed to enjoy getting out on 
the water again. Well done to the runners and walkers who took part in 
the run – over 50 children in the end. It looks like we have raised around 
£200 for the school which is fantastic so thanks to everyone who helped 
or came along and made the day such a success. Thanks again to John and 
Jackie from the Brewer's Arms for helping us out and letting us use their 
garden, as well as selling ducks and thanks to Norman at Stevens Farm 
Shop for selling ducks and providing great burgers. Also thanks to Bev 
and Helen who took on organising the Fun Run and Tessa for organising 
the ducks and Becky and the Lewis family for doing the BBQ. Without 
people willing to put the time in before and during these events would 
never happen and the school community as a whole would be the loser.

The Summer Fayre is our last event of the academic year and 
will be on Saturday the 25th June at the school – 11am – 2pm. This is 
a big event for us and any help will be appreciated, particularly if you can 
help run stalls. Also, if any local businesses would like to donate prizes 
for the raffle please contact me on the number below. We also try to have 
local stall holders, particularly craft, so if you are interested please 
contact me on the number below.

Lesley Lewis, Chairperson, Winterbourne Valley PTFA
01305 889134
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MILEATERS WALK – LITTLE BREDY TO LONG BREDY
A steady climb through a woodland path brought the small group of 
walkers to White Hill Barn and Martin’s Down.  The ridge gave us a 
bird’s-eye view of the busy A35 on our right and the remote Bride 
Valley on our left hand side. We appreciated a coffee stop, giving views 
across to Lyme Bay, Stonebarrow and Golden Cap. We soon dropped 
down into Long Bredy, visiting the small 15th century church set in a 
bowl of grassy downland.
Following the small, fast running stream which runs through the village 
we found the village play area which provided comfortable (well 
almost!) seating for our lunch break. Our route then took us over the 
long private road serving Kingston Russell House, to Watergate, a 
private house set in beautiful gardens. I am, personally, always dubious 
when crossing the well manicured lawns, but it is a legal right of way, 
so no problem. Crossing the ford brought us out on the road, through a 
gate to skirt round a man-made lake. A pair of Canada Geese proudly 
displayed their five tiny goslings to our admiring group. A chalk path 
then took us to Whatcombe House. A short walk along the road with 
verges awash with Cow Parsley took us over a stile, down to a bridge 
over a marshy area, and within sight of our cars. Always welcome!  In 
the 5 ½ miles walked, sharp-eyed Maggie Robertson had spotted seven 
different varieties of butterfly.
We always welcome new members. A wonderful way to keep fit and 
enjoy our lovely Dorset countryside.

Margaret Barden

100 CLUBS

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL
April  £25 Keith Damen
  £10 Ken Barrettt  £5 Eileen Hobday

COMPTON VALENCE VILLAGE HALL
April  £ 25 Megan Johnson

  £10 Goode Family £5 John Johnson
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May 2011

At our AGM in April Jill Pearce stood down after three years as 
President.  Cerry McQueen (Secretary) and Jan Griffiths (Treasurer) also 
stood down after many years of loyal service and all were warmly 
thanked.    Margaret Hearing was elected as   President and we are 
grateful that the Institute will continue in her experienced and capable 
hands.

At our meeting on 11th May we will be the hosts for the 
Casterbridge Group meeting when Mrs Patricia Goodwin will be giving 
an illustrated talk – “Puttin’ on the Blitz” – pre-war thirties glamour, 
forties fashions and wartime words.  In keeping with the theme of the 
evening we are asked to bring a memento of the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s to be 
displayed – a photo, record, piece of clothing or jewellery.

Scrabble – Thursday 5th May at 1 Hardy Close.
Angela Barrett

WI SUMMER OUTING
Wednesday, 8th June to

SIDMOUTH & PECORAMA GARDENS AT BEER
Depart Martinstown at 9.15 

Free time in Sidmouth, visit to Gardens in the afternoon
(Including mile long train ride on Beer Heights Light Railway)

Cost: £15 inc. driver’s tip
Over 80s: £7.50  (free entry to Pecorama)

Arrive back in Martinstown around 5 pm

To book contact Eileen on 889459 All welcome.

NEEDLECRAFT
Are there any like-minded ladies interested in starting a group 

to share their skills and ideas, or perhaps learn new ones with others, 
perhaps to meet once a month? Please contact me on 889402 for 
further details.

Jan Trevett
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THE VALLEY CLUB
Many members enjoyed our annual visit to Poundbury Garden 

Centre on the evening of Monday April 18th where they were able to 
get 25% discount on all purchases made. Lucy, the garden centre 
manager gave us a short talk on new and interesting plants and 
products which were available.

Our next event will be an afternoon visit to Stock Gaylard 
House near Sherborne on Tuesday June 21st. We will be travelling by 
private cars and will leave Martinstown at approx. 1.30pm. This visit 
will cost £8 per person, which will include tea. If you wish to be 
included on this trip, please give your name to Eileen Fisher – tel. 
889584 - by 27th May.

By the time you read this we will already have had the 
presentation by Sarah Harbige on the “South Dorset Ridgeway 
Project”. As Sarah mentioned in her talk, there is a free temporary 
exhibition celebrating the South Dorset Ridgeway, called “Ridgeway 
Voices”, at the Dorset County Museum, which runs until June 25th. 
This is the culmination of the Project , and the exhibition aims to 
explore the landscape of the South Dorset Ridgeway through the 
voices of people who live in, work in or simply enjoy, the area. The 
exhibition is being run by the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty(AONB) Partnership, which has spent three years working on 
the Project.

Pat Willetts Tel. 889597
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
AND MEMBERS

We are looked after by our
Community Beat Officer  Sandy Redford PC178) assisted by

Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 5410)

On Wednesday 8th June and 13th July Sarah will be at Stephens Farm
shop from 1pm to 1.45pm – at Manor Grove Community Centre from 

1.45pm to 2.30pm and on Thursday 9th June and 14th July
at Coach and Horses from 11-12.

All visits are subject to operational commitments.
Your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) members are

Sandy and Sarah (both above) plus Sgt 1742 Steve Yeoman.

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
NEWS AND EVENTS
Your new chairman is

VINCE JONES – Telephone 889202
  After many successful years as the booking secretary for our Village 
Hall, Tessa Clark is stepping down from the role at the end of May. As 
from June 6th her position will be filled by Kerry Swords who can be 
contacted either by telephone on 01305 889199 or by email at:-

kerryswords@btinternet.com
  On behalf of the Village Hall committee I would like to thank Tessa for 
her contribution to the success of the hall over the years. Her role has 
helped ensure that the hall has remained at the centre of village life.

Vince Jones 
ENTERTAINMENT, FUN, EXCITEMENT

EXERCISE, OR EVEN PEACE AND QUIET!
Whatever you enjoy, why not get a group of friends together?

To reserve the hall contact the NEW Booking Secretary

BINGO ON FRIDAYS
10th & 14th June and 8th & 22nd July
Please come along and bring a friend.
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RBL (Abbotsbury & PorteshamBranch)

This year is a special landmark in the history of the Legion. To 
celebrate this occasion we, together with the Women’s Section, are 
hosting a 90th anniversary event at 7.30 pm on Friday 10 June in 
Portesham Village Hall, when we present the highly acclaimed 
Weymouth Concert Brass. Refreshments and a raffle will also feature. 
Tickets at £6.50 are available from 3 Frys Close, Portesham (01305 
871346) or any committee member. Any proceeds will be donated to 
the RBL Poppy Appeal/Women’s Section Benevolent Trust. 
Our next meeting will be at 7.30 pm on Thursday 30 June in Portesham 
Village Hall when local author Kay Townsend will talk about 
“Wartime on the Fairgrounds”. Kay is an authority on the subject 
and will be sharing her knowledge with us as well as offering signed 
copies of her recent book.
There will be a quarterly Branch Committee Meeting at 7.30 pm on 
Thursday 14 July at Portesham Methodist Hall
The Annual BBQ will be held at Portesham Village Hall on Friday 29 
July at 6.30 pm.
On 18 August the subject of our meeting will be “A funny way to earn 
a living - memories of the music halls” by Bob Fox.
Once again it is necessary to advise that membership of the Royal 
British Legion is open to anyone over 18 years of age who supports our 
fundamental aims - it is NOT necessary to have served in HM Forces - 
that rule applied once, but it does not any longer. We always welcome 
new members: applications received by 14 July will gain fourteen 
months membership for the cost of twelve months (£13).
Des Baker, Chairman Entertainments Committee
Tel 01305 267617 e-mail aveswood@sky.com
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